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2020 Grantees and People’s Choice Prize Winner Announced for 

Peak Arts Prize 
 
The Cultural Office of the Pikes Peak Region and Pikes Peak Community Foundation announce the 
grantees of the Peak Arts Prize 2020, chosen by a panel of five expert judges, and the winner of the 
People’s Choice Prize. All grantees will receive funding for their projects to occur this year, thanks to a 
partnership between the Cultural Office and Pikes Peak Community Foundation’s Fund for the Arts. 
The full results can be found at https://www.peakartsprize.org/results/.  
 
Large Arts Organization Grantee ($10,000) 
 

 "What Makes You Different Makes You Beautiful": Inclusive & Sensory-Friendly Family 
Performance by Chamber Orchestra of the Springs & Colorado Ballet Society  
For this new family and children’s performance, Ballet Society will choreograph kid-friendly 
dances to accompany the Chamber Orchestra playing  Victoria Bond’s “The Frog Prince” and 
Saint-Saëns’ “Carnival of the Animals.” It will be performed for the general public and with 
sensory-friendly adjustments, to be welcoming to individuals with autism spectrum disorder, 
sensory sensitivities, and other disabilities. With pre- and post-concert interactive music and 
dance activities, and chances to dance in the aisles and on stage with performers, the concert 
will be an inaugural event for an envisioned semiannual Children Series. 
 

Small Arts Organization Grantee ($7,500) 
 

 E.P.I.C. Educational Partnerships Immersive Concerts 
EPIC will launch a new non-profit chamber music society whose performances will bring a high-
caliber, fresh approach to the Colorado Springs music scene by combining classical music with 
visual art forms and interactivity. EPIC will be a new leader in innovative fine arts by connecting 
national-level masters with local stars and educational institutions. They pledge to use the best 
Southern Colorado professionals and national-level artists in every production; champion new 
works by underrepresented composers plus fresh spins on classics, collaborate with 
educational institutions, and open minds and spark imaginations through the magic of the arts. 

 

Individual Artist Grantee ($4,000) 

 “MYTHICO” by Emily Wegert 
Wegert produced and directed a cirque-style stage show, MYTHICO, which debuted last 
September at the Millibo Art Theater. It sold out its run of performances. The MYTHICO show is 
a synthesis of cirque-style acrobatics and aerial dance, martial arts, dance, and drama. Her 
vision is to revamp MYTHICO for performance on a larger stage for an audience of 2,000 
people later this year, bringing more visibility to her work, the production, and its talented local 
performers. 

https://www.peakartsprize.org/results/
https://www.peakartsprize.org/results/
https://www.peakartsprize.org/results/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pL7MJIUrsd0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pL7MJIUrsd0
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People’s Choice Prize ($1,000) 

 “We Will Rock You” by Funky Little Theater Company 
Funky Little Theater will stage their largest production to date, the musical “We Will Rock You,” 
featuring the music of Queen. They will leverage the show to build more community 
partnerships, expand their performance company to include musicians and dancers, and 
provide mentorship opportunities to high school & college students in El Paso and Teller 
counties. The summer production will advance their mission to bridge the gap between local 
professional & community theater through productions that highlight original work, women, and 
the LGBTQIA+ community. 
 

“This year’s inspiring grantees will engage people in new ways with local art. Peak Arts Prize is all 
about community connection. We invite the public to watch for when the Prize projects unfold this year 
near you and attend, participate, and support them!” – Angela Seals, program coordinator and Deputy 
Director, Cultural Office of the Pikes Peak Region 

Pikes Peak Community Foundation's Fund for the Arts was founded in April 2004 when Carl and 
Edith Ellyas left their estate to the Foundation. Based on the Ellyas's great love of the arts, the fund 
was established to foster sustainability and growth for arts organizations and local artists 

About Peak Arts Prize: 

Peak Arts Prize funds projects that amplify local arts to new audiences. It is a program of the Cultural 
Office of the Pikes Peak Region, funded by The Fund for the Arts, a fund of the Pikes Peak Community 
Foundation. Video applications were accepted at PeakArtsPrize.org from January 6 – February 6, and 
attracted 31 applicants. Learn more about this year’s program at PeakArtsPrize.org.  

 
About the Cultural Office of the Pikes Peak Region: 
The Cultural Office is a nonprofit organization, governed by a diverse board of community leaders from 
the arts, nonprofit, public and business sectors. We take a strategic view of the Pikes Peak region to 
ensure that cultural services reach all people and that the arts are used to positively address issues of 
economic development, education, tourism, regional branding and civic life. Our Mission: Connecting 
residents and visitors with arts and culture to enrich the Pikes Peak region. Our vision: A thriving 
community united by creativity. 
 
About the Pikes Peak Community Foundation: 
Pikes Peak Community Foundation evolved from the Colorado Springs Community Trust, founded in 
1928 by visionary citizens who believed that the Pikes Peak region needed a way to build a permanent 
charitable endowment to improve the quality of life in our community. Over a 70-year period, the Trust 
quietly made millions of dollars of grants to non-profit organizations in our region. However, because 
the Trust had been chartered as a private foundation, its board came to realize that our community 
needed a true community foundation to make a lasting positive impact on our community. Pikes Peak 
Community Foundation was created in 1996 to take a leadership role in promoting philanthropy. Since 
that time, PPCF has generated over $100 million for a wide range of charitable purposes and 

reinvested in community projects and grants to nonprofit organizations.  

https://youtu.be/6e_1AAkVI9c

